
Positive and Negative









How are these artists using Positive and Negative Shapes in their designs?
How do they relate to the stories they are representing?



There are 3 things to consider when describing form…
Volume: how much space the 
form/object occupies and/or can 
contain inside it.

Mass: how heavy the object/form  is 
or looks like it should weigh. 



What shapes make up the objects below?
Which object emphasizes volume more than mass?
Which Object appears to be heavier than the other?

What made you think that?





Geometric
Forms found in math

Organic
Mimic Forms found 
in nature

Realistic
Copy reality



Abstract
intended to represent or 

look like somethingNon-objective
Not intended to represent anything 

other than the EOA

Architectural
intended to represent or 
look like stuff found in 

architecture

Curvilinear
Emphasizes curvy, 

flowing forms



The sculptures below are all of cats. 
Can you tell what type of form each one is?




